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CENTRAL BIRMINGHAM COLLEGE EDUCATION AND TRAINING

CBC CRIME AND DRUG PROJECT

Welcome to CBC Educational Drug and Crime Prevention Community Project. Our first year had been one of experiment and great interest. We are indebted to the number of schools that have shown interest in our project. They have contributed financially and have engaged in positive feedback to make the project more rewarding and successful. We look forward therefore to build upon our early success and engage more and more young people on the matters of drug and crime prevention.

We have considered a number of proposals and have decided that we should keep the same format in terms of delivery. However, a number of schools suggested that for presentations, groups should not exceed 40-60 pupils. Here, it was argued that the reduction in pupils would have a more beneficial effect rather than presenting such project to large numbers of pupils (Please see our new programme guide at the back of this pamphlet).

The project will now be expanded to cover such areas within the UK as the East Midlands, The North East, Greater London, Greater Manchester and of course the West Midlands. Our aim is to have the project running nationwide by 2012.

Lastly, as always cost is a factor. We have undertaken consultation on this matter at great length and have concluded that minimal cost should be attributed to each presentation. Autumn, winter, summer and Spring Specials will be increased to £375.00, as professional speakers on drug and crime are engaged on these programmes, along with actors. Presentations on drug, crime and the penal institution will be free. This will include presentation and literature. We suggest that schools wishing to undertake such presentation should fit the project in under their Citizenship Programme (please see our programme guide at the back of this pamphlet). 

Board of Trustees

***STOP PRESS***STOP PRESS***

The New A-Z of Crime and Drug Prevention will be published in September 2010. We are inviting all school to participate in the publication. For details of this scheme, please contact the CBC Co-ordinator.

CBC

Educational

 Drug and Crime Prevention

Community Project

‘We believe at CBC Educational Drug and Crime Prevention Community Project that early recognition of the law and the consequences of breaking the law at an early age; leads to greater preventative measures in response to drug abuse and crime’ 

CBC has long held the view that in today’s society there is a growing uneasiness about the relationship between young people and crime. The root cause to such rise may be down to numerous common denominators e.g. peer pressure; failure through bad parenting; failure through life chances; failure due to demography; or failure by our social, economical or political institutions.  

Given such rises, CBC has identified a workable project, by which it believes could arguably produce a reduction in the levels of crime committed by young people. The project is educational in content, in that it has at its principle aim the awareness of the dangers of early crime involvement, with the principle emphasis on consequence and outcome. The project is aimed at school pupils between the ages of 12-16 living within the East and West Midlands, The North East, Greater Manchester and Greater London.

The focus of the project is to enrich the young by injecting a psycho-legal approach to the consequences of early drug, crime, physical violence, anti-social behaviour etc abuse and to focus the attention on outcome.  The purpose of such discussions is to stimulate our young students into early recognition of the psychological or mental and behavioural problems associated with drug use and their connection with violent behaviour and crime, as well as the working of the law and law enforcement agencies involved in drug and crime prevention.

It is hoped from this approach that our young people will be encouraged to take more responsibility for their own action and well-being and to encourage respect for the laws of the land in which they live. The project will undertake a number visits to schools within the East and West Midlands, The North East, Greater Manchester and Greater London. These visits will form part of our programme structure. On such visits, information will be collated by means of questionnaires and it is hoped from this that the project would identify areas of abuse and prevention in response to drug and crime. The project will undertake group presentations, discussions and drama on the dangers of drug abuse such as mental disorders and the crime that these can generate.  We shall also be explaining the workings of the brain and how drugs affect our behaviour, as well as the workings of the court system in relation to juvenile crime, the difference between a judge and a magistrate, the differences between a barrister and a solicitor and the working of the police and penal institutions, in response to crime and punishment. Our special programmes deals with matters such as 
Knife Crime, 
Alcohol abuse, 
Smoking, 
Bullying, Domestic Violence (Physical violence), Anti-Social behaviour (ABSO’s etc.

The Educational Drugs and Crime Prevention Community Project

Introduction

It is no secret that too many young people first become acquainted with the justice system at a very young age. That by all standards is too late. Through the Educational drug and crime prevention community project, run by CBC, professionals engage on a principal programme to both encourage and teach our young to respect the law and to take early responsibility for their own well-being. 

The project begins by imparting to students the drug-related mental problems and the criminal behaviour they can create, and the legal and social consequences of early involvement in both crime and the misuse of illicit drugs. The goal of the programme is to encourage students to say no to early drug use and to say no to early crime involvement. The programme consists of an introduction to the mental and behavioural effects of drugs and the associated crime that drug abuse can cause. The inclusion of psychology in this programme is based on psychological investigations that most of the effects of drugs experienced by the individual include the deterioration of the physical and mental health. 
C.Robin Timmons & Leonard W. Hamilton (1990). This idea is consistent with the prime aim of this project which is to help children maintain and improve their physical and mental well-being in order to develop into competent and law abiding citizens on whom the entire community will rely. Furthermore, psychologists demonstrated that drug use causes incalculable emotional suffering to the family and the community with increased incidences of crimes. 
G.C. Davison and J.M. Neale (1998).  Bearing this in mind, we at CBC drug project believe that the prevention of juvenile crime is a major priority, and this has to begin with  educationing our children about the negative effects of drug use and its association with crime/ legal consequences.
The programme also consists of early introduction to the law in relation to criminal activities many of which are breached on a regular basis by our young.  We will illustrate not only the areas of the law breached, but the consequences of such breach, along with the social fall out. Such discussion will be based on hypothetical situations involving crime and drug abuse. Our theme throughout the project remains one of prevention. The project will look at such crime as, 
anti-social behaviour, gang crime and violence, theft, racism, nuisance, bullying, truancy, graffiti, criminal damage, teenage pregnancies etc. We shall also discuss current day topic of interest as in 
Anti-social behaviour, unlawful use of illegal drugs, parental responsibilities etc. Additionally, the programme engages on such matters as youth self-esteem, conflict resolution and peer pressure. The programme is further strengthened by presentations from law enforcement officers, former drug addicts and offenders. Finally, students prepare and conduct mock courtroom trial and drama sessions on a given topic of interest.

ED & CP Community Project

As society changes, new movements arise. For example, the 1960’s movement in music i.e., 
rock and roll, has been blamed for the proliferation of illicit drug use. However, other determinable factors exist, as in medical usage, religion etc. One of the biggest yet arguable factors is peer pressure.

The use of drugs and the supplying of drugs carry high criminal sanctions. Often, illicit drugs are given high priority in school presentation, with little being said about alcohol, smoking and the proliferation of KNIFE CRIME. Here, the effects of can be just as catastrophic. Given all this, there is a well of opinions, which suggests that by educating our young on preventative measures, it is hoped that such measures will encourage non-participation in both drug abuse and youth crime. 


American studies have shown that students exposed to law-related education programmes are less likely to engage in delinquent behaviour. It is believed that students develop a more positive attitude towards schoolwork, open-minded attitudes about cultural differences and negative attitudes towards wayward and disruptive peers. Such programmes are delivered through educational leaflets, presentations and group discussions. Particular attention is also placed upon the social consequences in terms of life chances, health and the long-term social effects of such abuse. 

Education

Choices are important aspects to educational success. Many of our young adults are left with little life choice, because the school or the society in which they live has failed them. However, we must not be quick to blame the schools, as factors such as bad parenting and demography each have a part to play in such matters. One would of course expect society to play a more active role and identify from the onset those mitigating factors, which suggest early signs of delinquency. 

Should the problem be through lack of teachers, then it is down to government to recognise such needs. Investments in school must be a priority. A perhaps more alarming factor, factor of which suggests that some school are in denial that they may and do have problem pupils. This may well be the start of the problem. We do not wholly believe in expelling pupils from school. However, in many cases we believe the school to be fully justified.

One problem, which we believed to be overlooked, is this thing called ‘banding and streaming’. We believe this to be wrong. Not every child learns at the same speed. This was recognised and acted upon in one particular college within the West Midlands, where students with poor writing skills are assigned to ‘workshops’. These workshops approach subject areas on a one to one basis. They are particularly helpful in that the poor student are given help in subject areas where his or her performance is poor. We should also encourage more Saturday or evening/ after school clubs. 

Oftentimes, many of our children suffer in our homes silently through neglect. We as adults in turn may have suffered the same neglect. Having suffered such failure, it is equally disturbing to find that we suffer further neglect, through the hands of our social institutions. A slow learner is still a learner, irrespective of pace. Goals can still be achieved through time confidence building and encouragement. 

Crime /Awareness/Prevention

Crime and crime prevention measures continues to gain prominence throughout the world at large. Such preventative measures adopted are not simply based on the social consequences i.e. non-usage of illicit drugs etc, but also the legal sanctions put in place to strengthen prevention. It is a crime to  
appropriate property belonging to another.  It is a crime to inflict harm on or to another whether such harm was 
unintentional, resulting in 
assault, ABH or GBH.  It is a crime to knowingly look out for your friend while he or she commits a crime to which you have knowledge or no knowledge of in that you are an ‘accessory [acting in concert] to such acts’.  Getting away without paying on the bus, tram, or train may seem like good fun.  However it is a crime on the basis of ‘
making off’.  It is a crime to carry an offensive weapon i.e. a knife or a gun.  Gun crimes irrespectively are dealt severely by the criminal justice system and this includes weapon imitation. The project will look briefly at a number of crimes associated with the young, in particular the Theft Act, 
Police and Criminal Evidence Act, 
Accessory to Crime, Drug Act, Proceeds Of Crime Bill, Vandalism, Violence and Juvenile crime, Crime and Disorder, 
Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003 and the Police Reform Act 2003 etc. We shall also look at the social aspect and significance in obtaining and having a criminal record. 

What are the Factors which Encourage 
Youth Crime?

It is suggested that major risk factors for youth crime are low income and poor housing; living in deteriorated inner city areas; a high degree of impulsiveness and hyperactivity. The list however is not exhaustive. Other such factors include, low intelligence, low school attainment and poor parental supervision etc. Evaluative research suggests that the most promising techniques for reducing the risks of young people’s involvement in drug misuse, crime and other anti-social behaviour are in training our children to stop and think about acts and consequences’. 

Police recorded crime statistics and national surveys of the victims of crime both agree that the types of offence most often committed by young people are anti-social behaviour, burglary and theft. Official records and self-report studies also show that individuals more often break the law when they are young. 
It is further suggested that young people whom become involved in crime at the earliest ages-before they are 14-tend to become the most persistent offenders, with longer criminal careers.

Nonetheless, interviews with young offenders, suggests that most crime committed by our young are most commonly for material gain. However, a minority of offences, especially vandalism and taking vehicles without the owners consent, are committed for excitement, enjoyment or to relieve boredom. Risk factors include socio-economic status, delinquent friends, school influence and community influences. Preventative techniques mostly conducted in the USA and Canada suggests that the most hopeful methods of preventing youth crime are pre-school ‘intellectual enrichment’, parenting education programme, cognitive and social skills training; peer influences strategies; classroom management; anti-bullying initiatives etc. Cognitive and social skills suggest teaching the child to stop and think before acting, to consider consequences, to understand the feeling of others and to solve interpersonal problems by means of negotiation rather than aggression. Similarly, peer group influence suggests that the young should be given advice on how to resist pressure from friends engaged in e.g. under-age drinking, smoking, drug abuse and crime.

It is argued that Crime prevention in the UK tends to emphasise measures designed to reduce the opportunities for crime in particular situations. Techniques include increased surveillance by closed circuit cameras, improving personal and physical security and protecting individuals against re-victimisation. The report published by the 
Office for National Statistics in 1999 based on ‘Drug use, smoking and drinking among young teenagers’, suggests a markedly high proportion of pupils engaging in the taking of drugs, smoking and under age alcoholic consumption.

At CBC, we believe in educating the young on the basis of prevention and give an honest account on why preventative measures work. Our programme begins by respecting the competence of 
young learners and their right to decide for themselves. Illustration is by means of addressing both the legal and social aspects of drug abuse and crime prevention in a hard-hitting message; 
absent is the use of indoctrination and scare tactics. 
In a survey conducted by the Home Office in September 2003, the subject of Youth Crime was addressed. Here are some of the comments from the survey.

We asked
To help the court decide what punishment to give a young offender, what should it think about?
You said:

Stopping him getting involved in crime 5978 (70%)
“Make sure the young person knows and understands that he has committed a crime”
Kids are aware that they will not be put in prison so it encourages them to commit crime”
“Avoid prisons – kids learn more techniques there”
“Have an interest in the person and not only the crime”
“Punishment should suit the crime”

We asked and you said:

Is information pack a good way of explaining what happens in court?

You said:

“Yes”

You also said:

“Posters and leaflets given at school would be more helpful”

“Teach court processes at school”

“School tell us about drugs so why can they not tell us about courts, GBH and stealing as well?’”’

“A special person should visit school and explain court processes” (We have acknowledge this request and have implemented such request into our drug and crime community project)

Drug/Awareness/Prevention


Over the last four decades of the 20th century, the use of drugs by young people (and the attendant treatment industry) has grown exponentially and the focus has moved from individual treatment to public health and infection control to the current preoccupation with the drugs-crime connection. 
Association between drug use and illegal activity during adolescence is complex. However, drug use on a social scale has reached epidemic proportion in that the illicit use of such drugs seems to have become the norm of modern day society.  Why such huge increases of drug use may be down to several factors, two of which seems to be movements in society i.e. fashion and music. A variety of sources indicate that substantial numbers of young people have used or experimented with drugs: (Leitner M, Shapland J, Wiles P. Drug Usage and Prevention: the Views and Habits of the General Public. HMSO: London, 1993; Balding J. Young People and Illegal Drugs, 1989-1995, Facts and Predictions. Schools Health Education Unit, University of Exeter, 1994; Balding J. Young People and Illegal Drugs in 1996. Schools Health Education Unit, University of Exeter, 1996; Mott J, Mirlees-Black C. Self reported drug misuse in England and Wales: findings from the 1992 British Crime Survey. Research and Planning Unit paper 89. London: Home Office.

Elicit usage of drugs carry high penalties for possession and possession with intent to supply.  Our young must be aware through early year educational awareness that the use of drugs not only carry identifiable criminal sanctions, but also social consequences as in early death and poor quality of life. Survey’s suggests that particular drug usage are aligned with transitions in society as mentioned above e.g. 
music, fashion etc. The young must be taught that they can have a good time without the need to induce their bodies with substances which may attract social as well as criminal sanctions.

Our aim at CBC Educational Drug and Crime Prevention Community Project is to instil a ‘no participation element’ into our young people and to look at indictable drug offences latent with youth delinquency.  We shall also look at the correlation between drug abuse and crime, arguably acting in concert with each other. As noted earlier, prevention education must address young people in ways that acknowledge their need to participate actively. 
Research suggests that interactive learning has a positive effect upon our young. Examples of interactive learning occur where adults provide information when it is asked for rather than in a predestined order. This is the principle of the ‘teachable’ moment. Here, learners participate in setting the agenda by means of dialogue and open discussion. 


How the law classifies drugs and what it means for you.
The law puts illegal drugs into one of three categories - A, B and C - according to the harm they can do to you. Class A is the most harmful.

Dealing in drugs and possession with intent to supply is a more serious offence in the eyes of the law than possession for personal use.

Penalties for possession and dealing
	
	Possession:
	Dealing:

	Class A
	Ecstasy, LSD, heroin, cocaine, crack, magic mushrooms, amphetamines (if prepared for injection).
	Up to seven years in prison or an unlimited fine or both.
	Up to life in prison or an unlimited fine or both.

	Class B
	Amphetamines, Cannabis, Methylphenidate (Ritalin), Pholcodine.
	Up to five years in prison or an unlimited fine or both.
	Up to 14 years in prison or an unlimited fine or both.

	Class C
	Tranquilisers, some painkillers, Gamma hydroxybutyrate (GHB), Ketamine.
	Up to two years in prison or an unlimited fine or both.
	Up to 14 years in prison or an unlimited fine or both.


All of the drugs on the list above - whether Class A, B or C - are designated as controlled substances under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, and using them is illegal.

Class A drugs are considered to be the most likely to cause harm.

The Misuse of Drugs Act states that it is an offence to:

· possess a controlled substance unlawfully 

· possess a controlled substance with intent to supply it 

· supply or offer to supply a controlled drug (even if it is given away for free) 

· allow a house, flat or office to be used by people taking drugs 

The punishment is serious

Drug trafficking attracts serious punishment, including life imprisonment for Class A offences.

To enforce this law the police have special powers to stop, detain and search people under the 'reasonable suspicion’ that they are in possession of a controlled drug.
What happens if you commit a drugs offence?
A lot depends on your circumstances - your age, whether it's your first offence, and whether you have been supplying your friends.

If you are under 18
You will be arrested, have your drugs confiscated and taken to the police station for a formal warning. Your parent or guardian will be asked to attend. If it is not your first offence, or a more serious offence like supplying or dealing, you are more likely to be charged.

If you are 18 or over
If it is a less serious offence, you may not be arrested. You may simply have your drugs confiscated and receive a warning. If it is not your first offence, or a more serious offence like supplying or dealing, you are more likely to be charged.



Guilty as charged?
If you are found guilty of possession for personal use, you may be fined or given a community sentence. For more serious offences such as dealing or supplying, you could be sent to prison or a young offenders institution.

Physical Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour

(Bullying etc)

Societies Immemorial Nightmare?

We have all read in our newspapers the increase in anti social behaviour and from time to time, bullying. Oftentimes, the young is unaware that unacceptable conduct can also carry criminal sanctions for example shouting in the street may land you with a Public Order Offences triable in a Court of Law…

Anti-Social Behaviour Legislate 2003

OAPA 1861 S.47 Offences (Assault)


        S.18 and S.20 Actual and Grievous Bodily Harm

Domestic Violence

Students learn about domestic violence in the home and its consequences both from a legal and social prospective.

KNIFE CRIME –The proliferation of knife crime within the UK has alarmed many – is a solution at hand or is it just another example of crime proliferation among young people?
TEENAGE STRAIGHT TALK:

The UK has one of the highest rates of teenage pregnancy within the western world.  Figures suggest (see Figure F1.1), that such increase may have parallel effect with demography and poverty. 

Teen Pregnancy Statistics

Figure F1.1

	
Rates of adolescent birth, abortion and pregnancy per year (per 1,000 women aged 15-19) and abortion ratio (per 100 pregnancies) by developed country, for the most recent year available 

	Country 
	Birth rate
	Abortion rate
	Pregnancy rate
	Abortion ratio


	England and Wales
	28.4
	18.6
	46.9
	40.2


In a recent 
government report, it was argued that girls from the poorest backgrounds are ten times more likely to become teenage mothers than girls from professional backgrounds. The report also went on to add that 1 in 10 babies born in England and Wales are to a teenage mother. 

Given this statement, it may be argued that such rises in teenage pregnancies, are not simply down to one factor, but to include a psychological and social perspective. These include such factors arguably as, education, beliefs, relationships, family and peer influences, community and schools attributes, poverty and ethnicity etc. One should also take into account such issues as teen sexual behaviour, decision-making processes and pregnancy.

Here at Teenage straight talk; we encourage lively debate in such topics as contraception, safe sex and consequence of teenage pregnancy. 

Our group discussion involves former teenage mums, who have an in-depth knowledge on the consequence of being a teenage mother.

The project undertaken by CBC, aims to both highlight and tackle the social ills of drug abuse, physical violence, anti-social behaviour and crime; and to instil a sense of social worth within youth culture. Our aim, as mentioned beforehand, is to educate the young in the legal, yet stark reality of what may happen should they move beyond the rubicon of acceptable behaviour, to behaviour that carries criminal sanctions. Our drama sessions, presentation and group discussion provide a focus in tackling these social problems head-on and ask the question ‘why are teenagers in general, dissatisfied with their worth. We aim to make known that attainable goals do exist and intend to highlight the path to reaching such goals. 

However, as in all projects, funding remains an issue. Notable subscribers, along with members have donated funds to set up the project and has obtained the services of the magistrates, lawyers, both trainees and qualified solicitors, law graduates, social workers etc to deliver such programme. As noted, prevention remains operative throughout Group discussions. It is hoped that many of the schools within the East and West Midlands, The North East, Greater Manchester and Greater London, will participate and support the programme. The programme runs annually and attracts pupils between the ages of 12-16 year olds. The project starts in March 2010. It is hoped that this programme will gain national recognition as the law remains with us throughout our lives.

Due to the large number of requests for participation in the project and our dependence upon volunteers from within the legal and social-based profession, we are not able to accommodate all schools. The programme is therefore offered on a first come basis. 

Presentational Programme: Delivery Time: 1 hour 20 mins

Programme 1a

(i) Law and Crime 

(ii) Law and Drugs/ Illicit/Alcohol & Smoking 

Part 1b

 (i). Definition and psychological classification of drugs

(ii). Drugs and their effects on health: Cancer

(iii) Drugs and their effects on the brain: Mental problems

(a) Mental problems: depression, paranoia, schizophrenia

(b) Mental problems and antisocial behaviour

Aggression/Bullying/Harassment/Rape/Theft/Racism/Crime.

(iv) Consequence of drug-related antisocial behaviour

        (a). Social consequences

        (b). Legal consequences

(v) Knife Crime & Domestic violence
Programme 2

(i) The Court System

(ii) Young People within the Criminal Justice System

Programme 3

(i) Penal Institutions and Young People

(ii) Prisons

Programme 4

(i) Teenage straight talk

(ii) Teenage pregnancy and consequences

Programme 5

(i) School Bullying/ Physical assault and Domestic violence

Programme 6

     (i)
       Racism

Each programme takes an in-depth look at the law and young people. In addition such topics as Racism and social inclusion are added on a topical basis. Programme 1(i)(ii) looks at the definition of law. It asks such questions as what is law and how do the lawmakers interpret such acts as criminal, e.g. theft, anti-social behaviour and physical crime etc. This is especially useful to year group 8 and 9, as many through our research do not fully understand the relationship between acts committed by young people, crime and consequence. Programme 1 (ii) looks at Drugs and Health and Programme (iii) looks at the law in relation to drug use. Here the emphasis is on psychological and social consequences of drug use, including mental health. We then look at the subject of alcohol and tobacco. Thereafter, we look at Knife crime and domestic violence. However, the main emphasis of this programme is the illegality of supplying and possession of illicit drugs and consequences.

Programme 2(i)(ii) looks at the Courts and the functions of such courts. We will look in details at the young person or juvenile/youth courts and their powers and operations. Further, the programme encourages group participation in a mock trail by which pupils act out particular roles/scenes as if in a real-life courtroom drama. We thereafter look at the courts and sentencing policies in relation to juvenile crime. 

Programme 3(i) looks at the Penal institutions with the particular emphasis on institutions for young offenders. Here, we look in details at the workings of such institutions and question their role within society. We also look at the personnel and characteristics of a particular institution. In Programme 3(ii), we look at adult prisons and functions; in addition, we look at the ratio and characteristic of offenders

Programme 4(i) looks at the subject of teenage pregnancy and consequences. In this presentation, a group of former teenage mothers discuss such issues as life chances as a teenage mum, safe sex, contraception and the effects of teenage pregnancy. Programme 4(ii), picks up on the former programme and discuss in more debt, preventative measures in regards teenage pregnancies.

Programme 5(i) is innovative in that it discusses the time immemorial subject of bullying in school. Here, group drama is encouraged, along with group discussion. Often, the subject of bullying fails to give recognition that physical assault of any kind is a criminal offence. The programme also looks at the subject of Domestic violence.

Programme 6(i) tackles head on the subject of racism in the classroom. Often, racism is downplayed by many schools and can be disguised as bullying when in fact the victim is assaulted because he or she is a different religion, colour etc. Here, we highlight the thin of the wedge between what is in fact a race crime and the incident of bullying etc.

Each programme can be delivered to small or large groups. However, to become more effective, a cohort of 20 to 25 will be ideal. 

Programme(s) Outlined:

Programme 1

Here the emphasis is on crime, in other words what is a crime. The programme begins by addressing conduct and intention (the actus reus and mens rea). We then move onto types of crime and discuss why such conduct attracts criminal sanctions. Without going into many details, most of our young have a fair amount of knowledge on the descriptions of a crime. However, the object in this exercise is not to focus on the heinousness of crime, but on types of crime associated with youth.

Questions then move on at a pace on what is law and why such laws are enforced. We have already identified a crime and discussed its very nature. Here, is where progress should be made in that by understanding the meaning of a crime, the student is then left with little doubt that crime within society carries punishment.

One of the most confusing secondary issues that many young people have in relation to criminal offences, is who decides what conduct constitutes criminal sanctions. In other words outside the sphere of the law enforcement agencies, what institution or institutions is responsible for labelling such conduct as criminal. Here, we hope to engage the help of the law enforcement agencies like the Police, Crown Prosecution Service and the Courts; agencies responsible for law enforcement and punishment.

Outcome: It is hope from this simple exercise that young people will come to develop greater understanding and respect for the law and for those responsible for enforcing the law. It may also enforce a see-change of early involvement in crime.

This section of the programme also explores the psychological definition and classification of drugs and how these substances affect the brain and health. It also explores the psychological disorders associated with drug use and the related-behavioural problems such as crime. It also examines the social consequences and particularly the legal implications of drug abuse which is the focus of the second part of the programme.

Programme 2

Programme two is more complex. Here the emphasis moves to those institutions responsible for enforcement. We have already discussed the Police and the Crown Prosecution Services; now we address the matters of CPS and the courts.

At the start, Programme 2 charts a particular crime and direct it to the various court at which prosecution begins. It is hoped from the illustration that the young person will have early recognition that the courts are not in place for the trying of adult offences, but also there to punish young offenders. 

We also look and discuss other courts e.g. the civil courts, tribunals etc.

However, the emphasis remains on the consequences of breaking the law.

Outcome: It is hoped from this exercise that by identifying the structure of our legal system, along with consequence e.g. punishment, the young person will develop an understanding of how the law works in relation to young offenders.

We very much hope that the programme can attract legal professional who may undertake discussions and presentations within the schools. We particularly would like to engage the CPS, Magistrates and local law firms. We would also like the help of the probation services in delivery of this programme.

Programme 3

This programme is perhaps sensitive in that it looks at the next steps to criminal conduct and consequence. We have looked at what is a crime and then looked at the court structure in terms of punishment. We now turn to outcome 

Very often, when a young person attract the courts over a period of time (Depending on the nature of the crime, he or she may incur a custodial sentence). Here, we illustrate the works of these institutions and question the existence of such institutions. 

Outcome: This is one of education. Here, the focus is on the denial of personal liberty i.e. freedom.

We hope to attract the prison service in giving presentations on this subject. Along with Social workers and Probation officers.

Programme 4/5/6 optional (further details available)

Methodology:

The importance of this project is that the initiative will take 5 years to complete. 

(i) We would seek the help of a bounded population, such as exist in a school or youth club and you get maybe 2 or 3 of these institutions involved where there is a fair amount of delinquency. We would then get three or four age cohorts of youth (this is kind of a life course approach and has been documented by Loeb and Jackson very well in a book called "crime in the making" - so that we have a lot of methodological backup). We would then devise these interventions for the 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 year olds and then track them for the next 3/5 years. We would need to do this in order to collate change. For example, a sample of them will be undertaken-say about 20 from each year group. We would then undertake yearly interviews about their lives vis a vis deviance etc which will give us we hope, lots of contextual data and show how they make decision re crime-making. From here we could develop a working framework based around assumptions within which these kids are operating; from here we hope to track the overall behaviours of the cohort through statistical data collected both at the school and through the criminal justice system. 

(ii) These kinds of data, it is assumed, will give us a good sense of the outcomes, which is always the buzzword it seems, of this type of proactive intervention. We will have some hopefully nice statistics Vis a Vis the amount of youth we are reaching and the kinds of behavioural trends that are resulting. However, for the intervention to make sense we probably would have to show that we are providing a bit of training for these kids along with the questions we are asking. For example, we might link it to conflict resolution workshops and so on...this would likely convince all that we are not just tweaking kids' thinking a little bit but we are also giving them skills to help them resolve their problems.

School Head/Principals interested in the project should call the Educational Drugs & Crime Prevention Community Project on: 0121 604 7869 for bookings. An informal discussion can be arranged before to discuss this project as to its suitability to your school.

CBC

Educational Drug and Crime Community Project

Suite 765 The Big Peg

120 Vyse Street

Jewellery Quarters

Birmingham

B18 6NF

Telephone: 0121 604 7869

Fax: 0121 604 7870
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